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[Abstract] It is recognized that schizophrenics have a deficit related to attention or information processing, but there are few
approaches to rehabilitation. This study, using a computer game that has a strong visual search element, examined whether it is
possible to improve reaction times on the Trail Making Test. The experimental group included 21 male chronic in-patient
schizophrenics. They mainly played a computer game that involved pulling down blocks for 15 minutes at a time, five times a week.
Those who played the game more than 12 times, were analysed, while 13 males whose age, BPRS, LASMI, and CP conversion
amount of antipsychotic drugs were matched, were the control group. As measure index before and after playing the computer
game, choice reaction time tasks, successive discrimination reaction time tasks, and Trail Making Tests (TMT-A) were conducted,
and changes were measured. Comparing results before and after the experiment, there was a larger decrease in variation among
the experimental group than in the control group in the coefficient of variation (CV)at choice reaction time task. For reaction time
of discrimination tasks, the variation was larger among the experimental group. Looking at the CV of choice reaction time tasks,
long-time patients showed larger reductions. For TMT-A, patients whose negative symptoms were stronger showed less improve-
ment. It was thought that the computer game used in this study would improve the speed of information handling in visual tasks.
The computer game requires fewer staff, and patients can play it at their leisure. With chronic schizophrenia patients, we can
expand the selection of games for recreation even in locked wards. Further study is required for generalization and support of the
effectiveness of this approach.
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