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[Abstract] Purpose : To clarify the current status of research overseas on unification in institutions for nursing education and for
healthcare aimed at developments between these institutions, and to gain insight into the development of a system appropriate for
Japan. Methods : We searched the literature from 1966 to 2001 in MEDLINE and CINAHL using the keywords-unification,
collaboration, integration, and cooperation. We analyzed the papers by year published, the type of research, design, subjects, and
the content. The validity of the analysis was obtained through discussions with co-investigators. Results and Discussion : There
were seven research studies that were applicable : Four were surveys, one was case study, one was action research and the other
was a historical study. The contents of each were classified in the following five categories. 1. To analyze receptivity to the
proposed introduction of the unification among nurse faculty. 2. Actions and evaluation of collaboration between institutions of
nursing education and health care. 3. To compare types of unification model. 4. Evaluation of joint appointments in unification
institutions of nursing education and health care. 5. History of the development of unification models between institutions of nursing
education and health care. The results reveal the need for more studies on unification between institutions of nursing education and
health care in Japan. The contents showed certain problem areas implementing unification, such as making allowances for the
ability of faculty and nursing staff, clarification of nursing roles and sustaining communication between institutions of nursing
education and health care.
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