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[Abstract] We found that there were differences in respiratory care for long-term ventilator dependent clients between Japan and
British Columbia (BC), Canada in our comparative investigation. We call the former life supported care(LSC)and the latter
independent living supported care(ILSC). The purpose of this study was to identify relationships between the two types of
respiratory care and the quality of life for the long-term ventilator dependent with spinal cord injury (VDSCI) by doing a compara-
tive investigation between BC, Canada and Japan. The authors prepared a questionnaire regarding the respiratory care and the
QOL of the respondent. It focused mainly on respiratory care, ventilation, family attendant, mobility and life satisfaction. The
questionnaires were mailed to VDSCI persons in BC and in Japan. 24(67%) of the Canadians, who received ILSC, and 33(77%) of
the Japanese VDSCI, who received LSC, responded. Of the 24 Canadian respondents, 6 were excluded from the group of ILSC due
to low lesion of spinal cord. No statistic ally significant differences were indicated in demographic characteristics or in ventilation
periods between the two groups. Persons receiving ILSC were more satisfied than those receiving LSC in relalion to the
management of mechanic ventilation, tracheal aspiration, independent breathing time, communication and care support. Of persons
receiving LSC, 90% used the cuffed tubes, 61% could not speak and 61% were ventilated 10 hours a day. Of persons receiving ILSC,
100% used electric wheelchairs and 83% spent more than 10 hours a day in wheelchairs, but for those receiving LSC, only 24% used
Mobility and participation of VDSCI indicated

significant differences in respiratory care support. Persons receiving ILCS were satisfied with their QOL than those receiving LSC.

electric wheelchairs and 70% were totally dependent on others for mobility.
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C4/5 6.1% 5.6%

*life supported care **independent living supported
care

ns : not significant
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