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[Abstract] The purpose of this study was to reveal trends and issues of previous researches on doctoral students in nursing, and
to explore the direction for the future research in this area. To search research articles, computer data base software, [GAKUCHU-
OZASSI and CINAHL were used. It was found that nineteen researches were conducted focused on the status of doctoral students
in nursing, from 1982 to 2002 ; all of which were conducted in the U. S. The contents were analyzed qualitatively. First, the contents
of each research were coded, and then, the codes were categorized based on the similarity. The trustworthiness of the data analysis
was established through discussion among the co-researchers of this study. As a result, the following four categories showing the
research areas of previous research on doctoral students in nursing were formed. 1. The experience of the students in doctoral
program in nursing. 2. Students’ evaluation of the doctoral program in nursing and the factors that influence it. 3. The Impact of
doctoral studies in nursing on the students of doctoral study in nursing. 4. Promoting factors and obstacles in the learning activities
of the doctoral students in nursing. The discussion about the above findings suggested that experiences of the doctoral students in
nursing who had unique backgrounds should be explored, for example, students who are also faculties of the school of nursing.
Furthermore it was suggested that promoting factors or preventing factors of learning activities of students in doctoral program
in nursing who didn’t have unique background should be explored.
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