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[Abstract] Purpose : The trend in studies on nursing processes included in the basic nursing education course in Japan were
discussed and future objectives in conducting these studies were evaluated. Research Method : Original articles on the nursing
process published between 1991-2002, were searched by using Japan Medical Abstracts Society ; and by examining each article, the
literature to be analyzed was selected. The parameters to be analyzed included the year of publication, type of research, design,
subjects of research, method of analysis, problems of research ethics, and research contents, from which descriptive statistics were
Results : A total of 59 articles

were evaluated, 80% of which were quantitative studies. Research surveys was the format chosen by 70% of these studies while

computed. The trustworthiness of the analysis was assured through evaluation by the researchers.

evaluation was the mode selected by the remainings. The research contents were classified into the following 6 types : [ 1. Teaching
strategy in the development of a nursing process by the student and evaluation of teaching contents] [II. Achieving the intended
learning goal by the students in studying the nursing process and the factors affecting their achievement] [IIl. Actual status of
learning the nursing process by students and the factors affecting this status] [IV. Difficulty encountered by students in learning
the nursing process, factors affecting the degree of difficulty, and methods to improve the situation] [V.Characteristics of students’
thoughts concerning the processes of assessment and nursing diagnosis]and[VI. The teaching content concerning the nursing process
and the content that is expected by students.] Discussion : Students’ evaluation of teaching activities concerning the process of
nursing planning was examined, but their attitude toward the process of nursing practice was not. It was found that the status of
achieving the learning objectives by students was related to the extent of progress in practical training ; but the relationship of the
former with teaching was not clear. Furthermore, characteristic trends in students’ thinking concerning the processes of assessment
and nursing diagnosis were well documented but details on the organization of their thoughts or the factors affecting them remain
unknown. The latter will be a topic for future investigations.
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