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The Characteristics and the Effects of Independent Living Supported Care System : Mobility and Participation of the Long-
term Ventilator Dependent Person with Quadriplegic and Care Efficiency for Them

Kazuko Matsui Mieko Sagawa

National College of Nursing, Japan ; 1-2-1 Umezono, Kiyose-shi, Tokyo, T 204-8575, Japan

[Abstract] We studied the differences in respiratory care for the long-term ventilator dependent person with quadriplegic (VDQ) between Japan
and British Columbia (B.C.), Canada. We found that those receiving independent living supported care system in B.C. were more satisfied in
relation to the care support and quality of life (QOL) than those receiving life supported care in Japan. The purpose of this study was to identify the
relation of the QOL of the VDQ and care efficiency for them. The questionnaires were mailed to VDQ persons in B.C. and in Japan. Twenty-four
(67%) of the Canadians, who received independent living supported care (ILSC), and 33 (77%) of Japanese VDQ, who received life supported
care (LSC), responded. Of the 24 Canadian respondents, 6 were excluded from the group of ILSC due to low lesion of spinal cord. No statistical
difference was indicated in demographic characteristics or in the ventilated period between the two groups. We prepared a questionnaire regarding
the respiratory care support, mobility and participation of the respondent in the comparative investigation. The results were as follows: (D those
receiving ILSC used power wheelchairs and had more easy mobility than those receiving LSC, () persons receiving ILSC were more frequently and
easily able to go out than those receiving LSC, 3 though 90% of each group contained persons under tracheostomy, all of persons receiving ILSC
could communicate the need of suction to attendant by themselves, but those receiving LSC could not communicate it by their natural voice due to
cuffed tubes, @ though 70% of each group lived with family members, persons receiving ILSC received significantly less attendant care by their
family members, and (5 both those receiving ILSC and their family members indicated more satisfaction with their QOL. Further persons receiving
ILSC needed less attendant care than those receiving LSC.

[Keywords] 4] A\ TR0 234K 77 long-term ventilator dependent, [ 373287 7 independent living supported care,
VUL R quadriplegic, 58 mobility, & YIBH 4 7 tracheostomy care
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