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[Abstract] The purpose of this paper is to discuss the students’ needs in learning fundamental and maternity nursing skills at the clinical laboratory
session in midwifery education. Nine of all midwifery graduates voluntarily participated in answering the questionnaires to evaluate the needs
and the appropriateness of the laboratory session. Eight participants said that the contents of the clinical laboratory were “appropriate”. Seven felt
that the allotted time of practice session was appropriate for the selected fundamental skills that include: “catheterization”, “shaving”, “wearing a
handling sterilized materials”, “insertion of an intravenous catheter”, “filling an injection syringe”, and “handling

» o«

sterilized gown and gloves ",
an intravenous infusion pump”. With regard to maternity nursing skills, any formal practice session or test was not provided for the year. However,
seven participants revealed that formal preparation for practicing maternity nursing skills is needed prior to entering midwifery clinical placements.

» o« » o« » o« » o«

Those skills include: “abdominal palpation”, “fetal monitoring”, “assessment of postpartum fundus and lochia”, “breast care”, “newborn assessment
skills”, and “giving a baby bath”. Other than the above skills, two participants suggested that using a case study may be helpful for them integrating
cognitive and psychomotor skills. This small survey illuminated the midwifery students’ needs for formal preparation of selected nursing skills prior
to entering clinical placements. For more adequate evaluation, it will be necessary to develop another evaluation method for collecting information

from clinical supervisors and faculty members. The further study is needed to develop effective teaching methods at the clinical laboratory in

midwifery education.
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