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[Abstract] With the development of perinatal and pediatric medicine, the number of people who have reached adolescence or adulthood with

continuing pediatric illnesses has increased. This paper provides a literature review on nursing articles regarding those who have chronic pediatric
illnesses, and a discussion about the issues in maternal and child nursing. Thirty-nine articles between 1983 and 2008 in Japan were chosen from the
literature database (Japana Centra Revuo Medicina) with a focus on the continuation of chronic pediatric illness. These articles were categorized
into the following three groups: 1) sixteen articles on “continuing condition of chronic pediatric illnesses and maternal and child nursing;” 2)
fourteen articles on “illness experiences of people with pediatric chronic illnesses;” and 3) nine articles on “transition from pediatric healthcare to
adult healthcare.” This literature review suggested that nurses should: 1) understand the impacts of the chronic illnesses on children’s development

and the psycho-sociological problems in their developmental stages; 2) interact appropriately with children while considering each child’s
developmental stage and future development, and 3) support those living with illnesses and impairments by understanding their life experiences.
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