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[Abstract] Background: Nursing students’ image toward the elderly may impact on their future perspectives on and attitudes toward gerontological
nursing practice. Gerontological nursing lectures and especially clinical practicum play a key role in fostering nursing students’ positive perspectives
on and attitudes toward the elderly.

Method: In this study, we analyzed the image of the elderly from nursing student’s standpoint, before and after gerontological nursing practicum.
Between September 2008 and February 2009, 97 third-year nursing students at a college of nursing were invited and participated self-administered
19items surveys before and after practicum. The respondents rated their interests and negative images toward the elderly via 7-point Likert-type scale
ranging from “T agree very much” to “I do not agree at all.” The responses were analyzed via two-sample t-test and Pearson's product-moment
correlation coefficient.

Results: Significant and positive changes were found in relation to the average scores of the three items in the survey (“I think the elderly behave
frankly,” “I have negative feelings toward the elderly,” “I think the elderly always complain”) when pre- and post-practicum scores were compared
(p<.05). Positive changes were also found in relation to the average scores of the 16 items (“T have negative feelings toward the elderly,” “T believe
the elderly always complain,” etc.) when pre- to post-practicum scores were compared. On the other hand, the average scores of three items (I think
the elderly are poor in wisdom,” “I think the elderly are in need of support from someone else,” “I think the elderly lack recognition about
cleanliness”) showed negative changes from pre- to post-practicum. In addition, the students” level of interest toward the elderly had weak to
moderate and statistically significant correlations with the level of positive images toward the elderly in relation to 10 items (“The elderly do not
have a beneficial role at home and in the society,” “The elderly do not spare their feelings,” etc.) .

Conclusion: Gerontological nursing practicum was effective in improving the nursing students’ positive image of the elderly. The students’ interest
toward the elderly correlated with their positive images of the elderly. We suggest that current gerontological nursing lectures and practicum needs
further refinement in expanding opportunities for students to communicate with the elderly, and in carefully selecting educational materials and methods.
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