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Efficacy of oral care before hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for preventing infections: A review
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[Abstract] Background: Oral adverse events that frequently occur in hematopoietic stem cell transplantation can become a portal of entry for
intraoral microorganisms. However, no comprehensive review of the literature regarding the efficacy of oral care in preventing infection after
transplantation has been conducted. Purpose: This study aimed to clarify the infection prevention effects of oral care performed before
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. Methods: We conducted a review of the literature using the Japan Medical Abstracts Society and PubMed,
from which we extracted four papers to examine. Two of the papers were on studies conducted in Japan and the remaining two were on studies
conducted in Germany and Brazil. Results and Discussion: The studies examined the preventive effects of oral care on bloodstream infections,
pneumonia, and dental infections. Multidisciplinary “specialist oral care” was suggested to have a preventive effect on pneumonia. However, the
preventive effects of oral care on other types of infection remained unclear. Conclusions: Future investigations are needed into the preventive effects

of oral care on infections other than pneumonia.
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